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I Celebrate Life (the second and last movement of the Light Cycle suite), commissioned by Jennifer
Gaderlund for the Graham Middle School Choirs, sets the beautiful poem by Rhoda Gordon, the
composer's late grandmother, for SATB (orig. SSA) Choir and Piano. The piece opens with an excited yet
hushed ostinato in the Piano. The choir sings the first four lines of the poem by repeating the beginning
line and adding the next line until it is complete, utilizing the modern technique of additive processes
popular in Minimalism. In the more pensive middle section, the ostinato transforms into a more

poignant texture as the Choir "realizes the joy of being through seeing the glorious creation" that they are
a part of. The ostinato then speeds up and returns to the hushed excitement heard in the opening. The
piece concludes with the Choir building up to the most important line of the text: "The most powerful
light to celebrate by is love."

This piece is suitable for any Mixed-Voice ensemble.

Text

| celebrate life

With beauty,

With color,

With singing;

| realize

The joy of being
Through seeing

The glorious
Creation | am part of.
The most powerful
Light to celebrate by
Is love.

About the composer: Amy Gordon is an active composer, arranger, songwriter, and vocalist based in
Los Angeles, CA. As a choral composer, she has worked with and been commissioned by numerous
choirs, including being the composer-in-residence for Nova Vocal Ensemble. She has also scored
numerous films and webcasts. She has a BA in Composition from Loyola Marymount University

and an MM in Composition from California State University, Long Beach.

SPECIAL EDITION - authorized for use solely as part of the 2020 Corona Relief Effort



Commissioned by Jennifer Gaderlund for the Graham Middle School Choirs

| Celebrate Life

From Light Cycle

Music by Amy Gordon
Text by Rhoda Gordon

With hushed excitement

Ina Fast 2 4. =100 mp Jpr——
— ¥ |
Soprano P o - - 2 K ——
Alto \;J)/ ¢ B — o
I cel-e-brate life
With hushed excitement
mp Jp—
o). H - — > [ f“”).
Tenor |- F ———— |
Bass T° V |
I |- e-brate lif
In a Fast 2 J =100 cel - ¢-brate life
With hushed excitement
o o "3 "3 o r] o
PR S S === ===
Piano mp
) = - - - -
et L
L
6 mp —2 Jp———
— ) 4 A [r— |
S [t Dvat e o ¥ S —=——
A PS—= LA e
() with beau - ty. [ cel-e-brate life
mp - JP—
T I O - N \ r:’ ﬁ ?\ \ — f
B B T A) ‘V) \;24 A) A} ‘Y) } T
() with beau - ty. [ cel-e-brate life
"3 "3 o ) ] ]
et eel it e e

Pno.

NS

NN

Pl

[l

2019 © Amy Gordon | www.amygordonmusic.com

SPECIAL EDITION - authorized for use solely as part of the 2020 Corona Relief Effort




> n

Pno.

> n

Pno.

| Celebrate Life (from Light Cycle)

11 mp —, Jr———
—~ N 4 |\ ! — |
R ‘ — - PR T
ry N -
Y - = 2 e
() with beau-ty, with col - or. [ cel-e-brate life
mp _ P
o) # A‘\ AN L’T’j AN -
S Lo S R —— e e i = & ﬁft T
™ : ‘V) —— ‘V) } :
() with beau-ty, with col - or. [ cel-e-brate life
- o ﬂ ) ] ] ] ] rl rl
D R e e endsname S ==E=

4
3 - - - -
o L
—] & pedal sim.
e -
16 mf mp — 2> mp —
P e re——e — — =
o o' 1T 1 & o — e —
Q) = = — [ 4 = — ®
() with beau-ty, with col - or, with sing - ing. With beau -ty, with col - or, with
o p = - = , " S =
S T - ) - — — — — ® & ¢ P—PT‘—._?
PVt Syl D £ e 2 o € e
! 4 [ } | [ ) [
() with beau-ty, with col - or, with sing - ing. With beau -ty, with col - or, with

o r) o - 3 . o
B e
7 ™ | [ [ | [ | [ | [ | | [ [

NN
|

NS

Y
[ 1_444
19

|!H
|q1
Y

SPECIAL EDITION - authorized for use solely as part of the 2020 Corona Relief Effort




> n

Pno.

> n

Pno.

| Celebrate Life (from Light Cycle)

SPECIAL EDITION - authorized for use solely as part of the 2020 Corona Relief Effort

Ny — mp Na

[ Q # ’7\2‘\‘ N | | N | h N ’TZT N -

B e e N o el & AN Pee¥ I N e el
Y| = [ [ 4 [ 4 >

sing-ing. ~ With beau-ty, with  col-or, with sing - ing.
——— mp ——— f
=
- S S — S EH S S -
S 2 7 e v r 1 __ ¥
- L - ; [ S V L ¢ V ¢ ¢ V — ¢
sing - ing. With beau-ty, with col-or, with sing - ing.
it - — r 3 - I,_ - - o o Py o
e e e e e e e e e e S S e s
_———— |mp _ _
D - }
J [ [ [
o o ) - — — @
- et @ . I)U’. =0
rit. . ______

25 subp _ fp _— "ﬁ,

— () # ™ \
Y 7 - N [ Y N N
©® N o - e St
) o o : : ®

. \—/ v .
I cel-e-brate life ) with
sub.p ——— f_p _— ﬁ
o) 7 - N D N
)+ === RS
~ Yy |
[ cel-e-brate life (f) with
rit.__ )
o o I3 o I} 3 . ‘ .;

W\' - £ - = = £ y o - P Xom— 3

2E SESE===- e e
o !

sub. p f

=
. £
) ? 3
— | L } e

&l £} ) et v

be- - he"



Pno.

| Celebrate Life (from Light Cycle)

a tempo
L Jp——— —— Jr— ———

iy o P otd Lk AN A\ ~ Lk AN l\
(o—— i  S— = i  —
g | ‘ | | ‘

sing - ing, with sing - ing, with

" Jr—— E——— Jpr— ——

Y o } N K } N K
S o e o e
Ol ‘ | :

sing - ing, with sing - ing, with

o Jpr— E——— Jpr— ———

e i—— - p — = ~  —
(e \ \ . S— \ \ . SE—
N a— ‘ 2 | ‘ 7
Y sing - ing, with sing - ing, with

Jpr— E——— Jpr— ———
O S X - 3 - e~ s
"o & | [ Y 2 R | [ Y 2 R
7 [ [ r |/ [ [ ry 1/
- : ‘ O | ! ¢ 4
sing - ing, with sing - ing, with
a temp
rl o ﬂ . r] r ﬂ
DESsems ettt et
fp —_— — fp —_ ———
)4 - -
)¢
z

SPECIAL EDITION - authorized for use solely as part of the 2020 Corona Relief Effort




| Celebrate Life (from Light Cycle)

moltorit._ _ - __ ____ More Relaxed 4. =66
= o .ﬁ. P L 5
S |Hs = i e S ——
SV [ [ [ [ )
D)) ‘ ! \ r
sing - - - - ing
Jp— y/
H_# | | N
) \ ! K N
A | & o = o
o !
sing - - - - ing
o ﬁ ’)/'/—\0' ) ' AN
T |HLes = ! - —t—+—%&
S | ‘ | v
¥ sing - - - - ing
" /_\
B [[DHgL = = 2
[ [ [ 4
sing - - - - ing.
moltorit._ - - _ _ _ _ __ More Relaxed J =66
3 o ﬁ ) . o . )
": ﬁ [ [ [ [ [ [ = [ [ = \.7._@. [ [ [ e Iﬁ. [ [ 9
J | | [ [ | | | | | | @
)
Pno. —_ _ P \
SE
- - - -
— —_ v
pedal freely
w o dddtd I — .
A 4 < e o . . .
(s - } ‘ui 'I'IHP 7 P—W # ;M .
A3V [ [ 4 [ r [ [ [ [
.J ! [ [ [ [ V [
Pno. mp
o o o .
D e =
4 | | I | | I | | I | [

SPECIAL EDITION - authorized for use solely as part of the 2020 Corona Relief Effort



Pno.

Pno.

| Celebrate Life (from Light Cycle)

42
_n 4 "P | \ | I\
G e eefr 2 . ) Je = 2  S—
SV [ [ [ [ ‘\/ . o’ € € .
0y ——— r
[ re-al-ize the  joy of be-ing through
oy P
Y 7 | \ - N N L
(s o m— ™ — — & & B
Y e e e ® ¢ g e ° i o
fe_°
[ re-al-ize the joy__ of be-ing through
" - - ) o & &
(s oo ok mt ‘P D - —
ANSV [ [ [ [ 1 J [ Y : {
D) ——— r— '
I re-al-ize the joy of be - ing
)4 - - I — T —
7 oo o * m—— —1 —
= S —— » 1 Iz |
I re-al-ize the joy of be-ing
P A e P
g . ® el !
— | | g > | > |
\;_JV [ } | [ r !
-’ : " te ¢
] ,. . P “1. ol Py o o o r
D e e e
[
46
‘ ‘ LI L]
© 5 | ; —— ]
see-ing the  glo-rious cre - a- tion
H_#
7 =l — I K ‘ \ , I - -
[ £anY N } [ \) | [ [ ‘k‘ }
T ele_e s e * o
see-ing_ the glo-rious cre - a-tion
—_—
Q .ﬁ. - - N Pik\ Lk
G A i . AU
,g —— F—
through see-ing the  glo-rious cre - a-tion
y4 R —————
)z - - ¥ 2 i . 27—
7"  — | | r—
through see-ing the  glo-rious cre - a-tion
* . T
0O ¢ i: #g. : f e o . 4 el
7 0 Iy P——ES — 0
= | | foe: i oo Lheer—
53 ‘ | | | | —
P —_—
v i ey S [ Jela Szl < 4 Sy [
0 7 (@K [#XD
Z—— | | |

[ [ [ [
SPECIAL EDITION - authorized for use solely as part of the 2020 Corona Relief Effort



Pno.

Pno.

| Celebrate Life (from Light Cycle)

50
— () # | . | I\
G e e eir # ) ele ¢ ) 8 e o o =
P I — — 7 . o’ e o y = ! 7
D) — | r r | \ r
[ re-al-ize the joy of be - ing through see-ing the
H_#
u ” Il i AN 4 4
G I ' | [ N ' 1 \ [ X 2 N \ [ [ N
l(!\ [ [ [ [ ‘\) [ [ ‘\‘ } r ‘\) N } } d\)
A to o © o o oo o
[ re-al-ize the joy_ of be - ing through see-ing the
N _# | A A I\
A s te e 3 5 F—F—+
\;;); —— o F | € e [ - o’
[ re-al-ize the joy _ of be - ing through see-ing the
L i Il Il 1
D I e i i i - - m 2 N N | N
i e ——— % | . —— e  E—
=~ r |
[ re-al-ize the joy of be - ing through see-1ing the
: T - v _ _
8 Y P
0 0 Py D D
& 1 " == = ‘ 1
Y] ‘ \ \ Y
mp
4 P Y m Py I Y .ﬁm .
7r i fe- :
\ \ !
53
_ N 4 ‘ 1\ | 1
Yy = [ [ N [ [ [ ) —
& e o o o Y e e e & e T e &
o ! r —
glo-rious cre - a - tion [ am part of, [ am
N _#
)(l i ’ ! L [ 7] i K [7] —
@ - [ [ ‘\‘ } I h } [ \} - I [ [
S fo o * o @ . © = P ea— - ——
glo-rious cre - a - tion [ am part of, [ am
) H kl\ [ [ [ [
) - o’ = —eo = = =  ———
98) \ \ \ 4
glo-rious cre - a - tion I am part of, I am
\ " | [—
-4 T = | — —
. - —]
= ﬁ‘—‘—‘—‘—‘—’w . ® s o L ——
glo-rious cre - a - tion I am part of, I am
/—/—\ Vo L ____o_____
N u ofe e — =6 o ® e —— e
" - o : E@t
[ fanY T
ANIV4 [ [
D) | | | S
T RN
ey e e e o ) |4 Jye - S,
hl O . 0 Iy
. B e o — ——

e———

SPECIAL EDITION - authorized for use sotely as-part of the 2020 Corona Relief Effar



Pno.

| Celebrate Life (from Light Cycle)

s S
— () 4 div. —
e —— - o o #
G ) Pes - . ==
Q) T T f — [ [ [ N
part of, I am part of, [ am
mf ——
n H f 'f\‘ Il Il
Y = [ A\ [ [ [ [
VSR [ N\ [  — [ [ [ ]  —
g§ \  — 1 \ \ P~ P~ P~ 1 \
part of, I am part of, [ am
mf ——
W, S
i _ ) P PO — P
\ [ T [ [ [T [
ANV [ [ ) [ [ | [ I/ 1 [ [ |
D) \ . —— r ! —
part of, I am part of, I am
o 4 N ‘ \ \ \
IS v e - =
B — .- . -
part of, [ am part of, [ am
(8va) ,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,
4 .ﬁ 2 z L o e o
& S
Py) r— !
\—/
/: - = <
P F
v
S~

SPECIAL EDITION - authorized for use solely as part of the 2020 Corona Relief Effort



Pno.

Pno.

| Celebrate Life (from Light Cycle)

tutti
— mp

——
part of, [ am part of.
—_—_— ———
n H Il Il > mp
i E ‘ R |
@—‘d o o - = o=
part of, [ am part of.
E—— mp —_— I———
igj — - ~ - > o o
® Si=-= | === |
? Y T T — T T
part of, [ am part of.
—_—_— —
S—— | — ™ >
- - L e 1
B . <. . L !
v
part of, [ am part of.
(8va) ,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, . rit.
loco
N _# it
) - " e e
M o
& 125 .
') r [ [
| mp
e - T G R
7 9 i
P P P
In a Fast 2 J =100
62n " accel. r]
-] = = = ] [
& G
o
P _— / mp With excitement
Py 3 3 3 3
DESS 1 = = F =

SPECIAL EDITION - authorized for use solely as part of the 2020 Corona Relief Effort




10

> n

Pno.

> n

Pno.

> n

Pno.

| Celebrate Life (from Light Cycle)

With excitement

66 m _—
— 0 4 ‘P fg’
Y o [ [
” T 7] I ! I |
@ ] e =
) o o o
The most pow - er - ful light
"
®) = - -
e L
~
] o o o 3 3
W\P [ [ . \’ \. e [ [ [
7 " | | | | | | l |
c”
)& - -
o o
70 mp
— () # I\
Y o Y N N
P ! [ ] ] F 2O r X0 -
[ fanY [ ] I ry ry
DR ‘
(t)—
With excitement >
mp
) # S . o S -
i '{ 1 E— — ’) — x
™~ V | y R S
to cel - e- brate by with beau - ty.
o o "3 ﬂ ] "3
DES S = === ====
VA mp
0 H AN
)= - y X3 -
. S
i pedal sim.
73 f pP———— mp
— () # | I\
Y & [ [ N
(c—" j o = o —t—=
o o
o
The most pow - er - ful (t)
® : H - AN
- s 1 »
™ r r
to cel - e-brate by with
o ) "3 ] r ]
[ [ - [ [

N

L)

N

i wa vl

SPECIAL EDITION - authorized for use solely as part of the 2020 Corona Relief Effort




> n

Pno.

> n

Pno.

> n

Pno.

| Celebrate Life (from Light Cycle)

11

P
SPECIAL EDITIO

N_

- authorized for use solely as part of the 2020 Coron

76 —_—
— () # pr
i - - \ \
(o —T P ——
o o o o
The most pow - er - ful light
=
Cor” ' o i —
P o [ [ [ [ \. - - -
7 T — | —— |
™ ——
beau-ty, with col - or
ﬂ. o o o r r] r r
PaAS °_ IS I z o
VA f mp
)4 - - -
e L
= o
o a
80 mp mp
— () # \
Y & N N N
(o5— [ R ey — = & & N
\;)V ~ J
(t) With-
R ———— ———— mp
) : v . 3 =
) # S \ ® ® ® & ¢
PAgEr e = o H —— =
= a 7 — = 7
to cel - e-brate by with beau - ty, with col - or, with sing - ing. With-
r] "3 r] He r ] - r]
PES === = i =
": ﬁ - I
= | |
I o !. ?.
o B
s — mp
=0 ﬁ ! — \ — > C \ \ s | h
— e—eo ¢ ¢ D L 5‘ b 2
Y| = = = [ 4 [ 4
beau - ty, with col - or, with sing - ing. With beau - ty, with col-or,
—_—
= = - ™ R
IFFW'—P—. ¢ 1'—? i ¥ —
e s == s ==t
~ il r r r
beau -ty, with col - or, with sing - ing. With beau - ty, with  col-or, with
Py o ol "3 — o e |2 r] "3
g et e e e
—_— | ——— |mp
": ﬁ 1
J } [
— o o o o 2. b

a Relief Effort



12 | Celebrate Life (from Light Cycle)

87 i , sub. p
S T Q # N N | | N - }
Ve ek —r— .
) o = o o o
with sing - ing. The most pow - er - ful
f sub.pp ———
=
[ T S —— - - e —
T [PPF——F& oo o —
B T —2— i \ \
sing - ing. The most pow - er - ful
, ) ﬁ , r3 r3 r3 o
it ettt et e P et =t
Pno. _— —— | = _—= |subp
DE: |
(1D I
- be &
< bo. .
rit. . ____ .
tutti
o Jr Jr mp  molto rubato
— ) # | div. M N — .
Y o [ N N [ [ [ N
S |Hes——= ﬁ —1—& DA —— o
) = o
D) r
light (t) to  cel - e-brate by is
m,
0 4 f?) ‘ ff M p m
Y = [ [ N N N
A lE— J Y T & D[ T [ &
Y 1 1 4 o \ r
) H—J_ﬂi o
light (t) to cel - e-brate by is
m,
Y o =Y oK N [
T 6 | R
S | ' —
light (t) to  cel - e-brate by is
Sp S mp
,\/\,\./_\’ ~n m i
r O d— e > 3 s o 5 &
B |2 | R
light (t) to cel - e-brate by is
Mit. ) molto rubato
r r o ‘ =
o)r o ° i — y s 3 - )]
J | [ | | @. P- r Z
) [
Pno. 'f>
" ; ~
ad \J ” ) L__J
/'o I“I } ‘xo
Iz \

il

XX XX

SPECIAL EDITION - authorized for use solely as part of the 2020 Corona Relief Effort



Pno.

| Celebrate Life (from Light Cycle)

13

a tempo
o5 Jp—— E— Jpr— ——
— () 4 T . \
o o ~ iy N N ~ Lk N N
== fe s fe L.
P | | |
love, is love, is
fp< — fp< —
) 4 | — | p—
——r 2] o8 r Zn  S——
KV [ A [ <
o \ \
love, is love, is
fp< —— fp< I ——
A —  a— - —  —
N | | r.N D) | | r.N )]
Ol ‘ i | ‘ —
love, is love, is
Jpr—— E—— Jpr—— .
—
D L =  a— - =  a—
4 | | rN |/ | | ry |/
L [ ! | 4 [ ! | 4
love, is love, is
a temp
o "3 ﬁ "3 "3 ﬁ )
SESse=s et e =ttt
fp _— —— fp _— ——
)+ - -
) #

g
INEN

SPECIAL EDITION - authorized for use solely as part of the 2020 Corona Relief Effort



14

| Celebrate Life (from Light Cycle)

molto rit.

More Relaxed J =66

—_—
99 f]’ rp
— () #
Y Pl ) § N
s [ = fe = =t
ANV | | | )]
dJ ‘ ! \ 4
love.
4 i | ‘ -
Y & | | N N
A |Hes— - o= == &
ANSY, ! & o ¢
D) \
love.
n
Y & P o0 5 N
T [5—87F | & St
~ ! ‘ | v -
Y love.
) # 2] [#K0 [#K0 - S
B i ! | ! 7 — —
= [ [ [ | 4
love
moltorit. _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ More Relaxed J =66
) r] r] ﬁ_, Py oll® r] r] -
e L s T . *® e
| |
Pno. _ _ p — ||
o H 3 3
—Jo r X0 r X0
Z—F S S
. . o o
— — v
pedal freely
. )
103 molto rit. 3 3 ‘b ; -
0 il . 1 I . P' ok
Fﬁ? | é # - .
[J) [ ‘ F'
uJ “ | N
Yo [ r X0 D
— < L € :
a- % ¢ ?
-~
o/

SPECIAL EDITION - authorized for use solely as part of the 2020 Corona Relief Effort




